


What contributions did the Ming 
Dynasty make toward exploration?



Hongwu began Ming dynasty in 1368.

Purify Mongol practices 
• Reinstalled Civil service exam. 

• Cleaned up corruption in royal court. 

• Improved public works.

• Encouraged farming on abandon lands.   



The gentry class created its own 

culture to justify increase power. 

Low status of women & the young 

were intensified.  
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Agricultural expansion & imports from 

Spanish & Portuguese stimulated 

economic boom.  Maize, potatoes, & 

peanuts became staples. 

High demand for Chinese goods → to 
increase of American silver.

Foreign traders were only allowed in 

Macao & Canton.  



 In imitation of the gentry, the 

merchants class invested in land.  

Arts flourished & the novel achieved its 

classic form. 
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Under Emperor Yunglo:
• Revived Yuan Gov’t (hereditary profession).

• Moved capital back to Beijing & expanded on 

Forbidden City.  





Under Emperor Yunglo, admiral 

Zhenghe led 7 expeditions to the 

West.  
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Admiral Zhenghe



 Isolation: b/c of growing pressures to 

defend borders.





 Isolation: Missionaries such as Matteo 

Ricci tried to convert ppl from the top 

down – met with little success.  



 Jesuit > Matteo Ricci & Adam Schall

 Dazzled Chinese with European science

 Clocks, harpsichords, prisms,                                  
math & astronomy

 Very tolerant of Chinese traditions

 Few converts

 Franciscans & Dominicans critical
 Pope sided with them

 Kangxi ordered end of Christianity                                                                           
in China



 Toward the end of 1500s the Ming dynasty 

began to weaken. 

 Public works lapsed & disaffected  farmers 

turned to banditry.  

 Rebellion brought the Ming dynasty down in 

1644 & the last emperor hang himself to 
avoid capture. 



Centralized
government 
control
• Rebuilt wall 
to resist 
Mongol 
incursions

• Restored 
cultural 
traditions

Decline
• Pirates on the east 
coast

• Corruption & 
inefficiency of eunuchs

• Famines & peasant 
rebellions

• Manchu invasion –
emperor suicide
Emperor Chongzhen



The Manchu
Originally pastoral nomads

•Captured Korea & Manchuria 
Then China



Kangxi (1661-1722)
• Enlightened ruler 
• Confucian scholar
• Conquered 
Taiwan, Mongolia, 
Tibet & Central
Asia

Period of expansion

 Qianlong (1736-95)

• Sophisticated, 
learned man

• Brought Vietnam, 
Burma, & Nepal as 
vassal states

 China enjoyed peace, 
prosperity, & power





 American food 
crops impact 
growth

• Maize – sweet 
potatoes -
peanuts

 Increased:
• 100 M in 1500

• 225 M in 1750
 America has nearly                                                                                

300 M today



Trade from 
New Spain
To East Asia via 
the Philippines







 Foreign Trade
 Export vast 

quantities

• Silk

• Porcelain

• Lacquer ware 

• Tea
 Compensate 

exports by 
importing silver

 Government & 
Technology

• Trade under tight 
government control

 Favored stability over 
technological 
innovation

• Large # skilled 
workers inhibited 
technological 
innovation







Exposed China to 
• European science and 
technology

Exposed Europe to 
• civil service exam system
• rational morality of 
Confucianism

• Could this have impacted the 
European Enlightenment?


