WORLD HISTORY

Question 1 (Document Based Question)
Required reading and writing time: 45 minutes

It is suggested that you spend 10-15 minutes reading the documents
and 30-35 minutes writing your response. Note: You may begin writing
your response before the reading period is over.

Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying five documents. The documents have been edited for the purpose of this exercise. 

In your response you should do the following. 

	•	Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning.
	•	Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.
	•	Support an argument in response to the prompt using at least four documents.
	•	Use two additional pieces of specific historical evidence (beyond that found in the documents) relevant to an argument about the prompt.
	•	For at least two documents, explain how or why the document’s point of view, purpose, historical situation, and/or audience is relevant to an argument.
	•	Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the prompt.





















[bookmark: _GoBack]1. Evaluate the extent to which Christian and Muslim attitudes towards merchants and wealth differed, from their origins until c. 1600.
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Document 5

Photograph :    St. Peter’s Basilica, Rome, Italy…constructed 1506-1626

[image: St Peter's Basilica, Vatican Highlights | Roma Experience]
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Source: Ibn Khaldun, leading Muslim scholar, Universal History (Kitab al-ibar), fourteenth
century.
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The manners of tradesmen are inferior to those of rulers, and far removed from manliness

and uprightness. We have already stated that traders must buy and sell and seek profits. This
necessitates flattery, and evasiveness, litigation and disputation, all of which are characteristic
of this profession. And these qualities lead to a decrease and weakening in virtue and man-
liness. For these acts inevitably affect the soul.

As for Trade, although it be a natural means of livelihood, yet most of the methods it employs
are tricks aimed at making a profit by securing the difference between the buying and selling
prices, and by appropriating the surplus. This is why [religious] Law allows the use of such
methods, which, although they come under the heading of gambling, yet do not constitute the
taking without return of other people’s goods.
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Source: Ibn Khaldun, leading Muslim scholar, Universal History (Kitab al-ibar), fourteenth
century.




image60.png
The manners of tradesmen are inferior to those of rulers, and far removed from manliness

and uprightness. We have already stated that traders must buy and sell and seek profits. This
necessitates flattery, and evasiveness, litigation and disputation, all of which are characteristic
of this profession. And these qualities lead to a decrease and weakening in virtue and man-
liness. For these acts inevitably affect the soul.

As for Trade, although it be a natural means of livelihood, yet most of the methods it employs
are tricks aimed at making a profit by securing the difference between the buying and selling
prices, and by appropriating the surplus. This is why [religious] Law allows the use of such
methods, which, although they come under the heading of gambling, yet do not constitute the
taking without return of other people’s goods.
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Source: Christian Bible, New Testament (Matthew), about 70-80 C.E

Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter
into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.
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Source: Muslim Qur’an, about 620-650 C.E.

O ye believers! devour not each other’s property among yourselves unlawfully save that be
trading by mutual consent.

‘Woe to the cheaters! who, when they take measure of their dues from men, take it fully; and
‘when they measure out to others or weigh out for them, they give less than is due.

And give full measure when you measure out and weigh with true balance. This is fair and
better in the end.

If the two parties speak the truth and make it manifest, their transaction shall be blessed, and
if they conceal and tell a lie, the blessing of their transaction shall be obliterated.

On the day of judgment, the honest, truthful Muslim merchant will take rank with the martyrs
of the faith.
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Source: Reginald, monk of Durham, younger contemporary and colleague of St. Godric,
The Life of St. Godric (a twelfth-century British merchant), written before St. Godric’s death
in 1170.

He chose not to follow the life of a husbandman, but rather to study, learn and exercise the
rudiment of more subtle conceptions. For this reason, aspiring to the merchant’s trade, he
began to follow the chapman’s [peddler’s] way of life, first learning how to gain in small
bargains and things of insignificant price; and to gain from things of greater expense.
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And now he had lived sixteen years as a merchant, and began to think of spending on charity,
to God’s honor and service, the goods which he had so laboriously acquired. He therefore took
the cross as a pilgrim to Jerusalem.

Godric was now already firmly disposed to give himself entirely to God’s service. Wherefore,
that he might follow Christ the more freely, he sold all his possessions and distributed them
among the poor. For above all things he coveted the life of a hermit.
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Source: Reginald, monk of Durham, younger contemporary and colleague of St. Godric,
The Life of St. Godric (a twelfth-century British merchant), written before St. Godric’s death
in 1170.

He chose not to follow the life of a husbandman, but rather to study, learn and exercise the
rudiment of more subtle conceptions. For this reason, aspiring to the merchant’s trade, he
began to follow the chapman’s [peddler’s] way of life, first learning how to gain in small
bargains and things of insignificant price; and to gain from things of greater expense.
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And now he had lived sixteen years as a merchant, and began to think of spending on charity,
to God’s honor and service, the goods which he had so laboriously acquired. He therefore took
the cross as a pilgrim to Jerusalem.

Godric was now already firmly disposed to give himself entirely to God’s service. Wherefore,
that he might follow Christ the more freely, he sold all his possessions and distributed them
among the poor. For above all things he coveted the life of a hermit.




